

LETTER OF REPRESENTATION 

EY Réviseurs d'Entreprises SRL / EY Bedrijfsrevisoren BV
Kouterveldstraat 7B, B001, 1831 Diegem, Belgium

Audit of expenditure in respect of grant agreements funded by the European Commission Directorate-General for European Civil Protection and Humanitarian Aid Operations (DG ECHO)


Dear Sir/Madam,
As requested by you, we confirm that:
1. This letter is provided in connection with your audit of expenditure incurred in respect of the following grant agreement(s):
· ECHO/RESP/INT/SUB/2023/896411/TREE1 - EARTHQUAKE IN TURKIYE - TRANSPORT GRANT 2023

2. We note that in accordance Article 27 of the General Conditions (transport grants) or  Article 25 of the UCPM MGA (other actions), you have carried out an audit of the Final Financial Report(s) submitted to DG ECHO with the following objectives:
2.1. To provide assurance to the European Commission as represented by DG ECHO, that the costs claimed under the Action(s) funded by the European Union comply with the eligibility criteria as set out in the  Grant Agreements; and
2.2. To provide recommendations for improvement to systems insofar as they relate to ensuring the eligibility of grant expenditure and reduce the risks bearing on the use of EU funds.
3. We acknowledge our responsibility for the following: 
3.1. Maintaining an adequate system of financial internal control and proper accounting records that record all financial transactions entered into by the organisation and all of its assets and liabilities;
3.2. The prevention, detection, reporting and response mechanism to fraud;
3.3. The safeguarding of the organisation's assets;
3.4. Compliance with the conditions set out in the grant agreements referred to above;
3.5. Providing ECHO and you as auditors acting on behalf of ECHO with all the information and explanations required.
4. In relation to your compliance audit of the grant agreement(s) noted above, having made such enquiries of the staff and officers of the organisation as we deemed appropriate and to the best of our knowledge, we confirm that:
4.1. We have provided you with all relevant accounting records and that details of all transactions undertaken have been properly reflected and recorded in the accounting records;
4.2. All other records and relevant information which might impact upon or otherwise effect the contractual eligibility of the costs claimed under the various grant agreements noted above (including minutes of trustees / directors, and relevant management or committee meetings) have been made available to you and no such information has been withheld;
4.3. We have provided you with all the supporting documentation relating to the sample of costs claimed in the Action financial statement(s) selected for detailed testing by your firm;
4.4. There have been no transactions with or otherwise involving the trustees / directors, management or employees of the organisation (or other entities in which they have an involvement) which might otherwise be deemed or construed to be a "related party transaction" as defined by International Accounting Standard No. 24 (Related Party Disclosures) that are relevant to the audit of (this/these) grant agreement(s);
4.5. No events have occurred after the date of submission of the Financial Reports which would have a significant financial impact upon the costs originally claimed;
4.6. We have disclosed to you all information in relation to fraud or suspected fraud that we are aware of and that affects the entity and involves: 
· Management; 
· Employees who have significant roles in internal control; or 
· Others where the fraud could have a material effect on the financial statements. 
4.7. We have disclosed to you all information in relation to allegations of fraud, or suspected fraud, affecting the entity’s Financial Reports communicated by employees, former employees, analysts, regulators or others. 
4.8. We have disclosed to you all known instances of non-compliance or suspected non-compliance with laws and regulations;
5. We have read the draft of your audit report of The Ministry of the Interior, Estonian Rescue Board:
5.1. In respect of the potential adjustments set out in your report, we have noted the amounts involved and the reason for these potential adjustments, and we have also noted the recommendations you have made;
[Adapt the following based on agreement / partial agreement / no agreement as appropriate.]
5.2. We are in agreement with:
· The content.
· The recommendations made and will respond in accordance with the action plan in the report.
· The proposed adjustments.

	We partially agree with:
· The content.
· The recommendations made and will respond in accordance with the action plan in the report.
· The proposed adjustments.

	We do not agree with:
· The content.
· The recommendations made and will respond in accordance with the action plan in the report.
· The proposed adjustments.
The reasons for our partial agreement or disagreement are disclosed in Section 4 of the report, a copy of which is attached to this letter.
Yours faithfully

…………………………………………………………….
The Responsible Financial Officer
For and on behalf of The Ministry of the Interior, Estonian Rescue Board


Date

………………………..
[bookmark: _Toc38295889][bookmark: _Toc38296356][bookmark: _Toc38296451][bookmark: _Toc38295890][bookmark: _Toc38296357][bookmark: _Toc38296452][bookmark: _Toc38295891][bookmark: _Toc38296358][bookmark: _Toc38296453][bookmark: _Toc38295892][bookmark: _Toc38296359][bookmark: _Toc38296454]
